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By Mr. R Nakkeeran, Former Chief Manager, Indian Bank
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The land comprising of the agricultural fields and surrounding areas was classified as
"Marudham" in the land classification adopted by the ancient Tamils into five groups, based on the
land use pattern. Here the fertile nature of the marudham lands of Chola Kingdom is described.
Marudham refers to the agricultural fields and the areas surrounding them.

The fields are full of tall sugarcanes, while the adjoining gradens are full of flower buds in the
midst of tender leaves. On every direction one looks around, there are blossoms of "Karungguvalai" a
deep blue coloured flower, while the cropped fields are full of closely lying conches that had been
brought along with the river water. There are many a young swans fracing the bunds of large water
filled tanks, which due to their sheer size, look like the sea. If one takes into account comprehensively
of all the beauties and the fertility of this land of Cholas, known as the land of water, no other land is
comparable to this.
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The swarms of bees that live around the gardens, seek the flowers that had bloomed in the wide
spread water tanks that are adjoining the gardens and consume the nectar found in them. Seeing this
encroachment of their territory, the fish living the tank, jump and reach the ripe fruits that are found in the
gardens, as a tit for tat. While the basic objective of this poem is to highlight the fertile nature of the land
under description, there is also a hidden advice from the author for the mankind. Though the nature had
provided for enough consumable items for everyone in their vicinity and also suitable environment to
enjoy them, some tend to develop a liking for items not belonging to them and covet them. Even if such
an article is not of use to them, they take pleasure in damaging the items, so that it becomes useless to
others who own them and could have used them properly. This is comparable to what is described by the
statement "dog in the manger".
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So far we had seen the beauty and fertility of the Chola Kingdom, enriched by the perennial flow of
River Kaaviri. Now we may see what Saint Gnana Sambanthar had recorded on the fertility and richness
of one of the towns of the kingdom, name THIRUVAIYAARU, a place having five rivulets flowing
around.

The town celebrates several festivals and during one such festival, young women come around the
streets of the town performing dances to the accompaniment of many musical instruments like
"muzhavu" ( a percussion instrument that creates a strong musical sound.) Hearing that sound, some
monkeys living in the vicinity, got frightened, mistaking the sound of music as lightning and climb up the
trees to observe the clouds, to get clarified as to whether it is raining indeed.
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The conches that have curved noses and are inhabitants of the sea, of have moved inland through the
waters River Kaviri that joins the sea, and have chosen the raised beds of the fields of Thiruvaiyaaru
town to deliver rich and bright pearls during the night time. That is the richness of the town.
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The deers jump around and fearing their falling on them, the monkeys living nearby jump on to
the adjacent trees. In this process they hit the flower bunches of the trees causing the nectar of the
flowers to spill onto the water flowing in the canals. The fish living in the canal water consume the
honey that drips down and in that ecstasy, the fish jump and fall down on the lotus buds, causing them
to blossom up.
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A matured coconut fruit borne by a beautiful and young coconut tree falls with a thud onto the
ground. A young buffalow calf grazing nearby, gets frightened by this sudden fall and jumps
uncontrollably onto the rice field, where lotus flowers are growing like weeds, and causes scattering
of matured rice grains. That is the fertility level of Thiruvaiyaru.
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